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Draft Principles for Residential Infill 
Development
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Draft Principles for Residential Infill 
Development

1. Fit Neighborhood Context

2. Provide Diverse Housing Opportunities that 

are Adaptable Over Time

3. Maintain Privacy, Sunlight, Open Space and 

Natural Features

4. Be Resource-Efficient

5. Support Housing Affordability

6. Be Economically Feasible

7. Provide Clear Rules for Development
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1. Fit Neighborhood Context

 Would the approach to development 

standards produce building forms and siting that 

are consistent with physical qualities common 

within specific neighborhoods or pattern areas 

(i.e., scale, massing, street frontage, and 

transitions to adjacent houses)?
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1. Fit Neighborhood Context

 Potential Regulatory Strategies

 Appropriate height limits that reflect nearby 

development

 Front and rear setbacks that match or average 

adjoining development

 Lot coverage or Floor Area Ratio regulations 

that respond to lot size

 Street frontage and location standards for 

entrances, porches, garages
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2. Provide Diverse Housing Opportunities that 
are Adaptable Over Time

 Would the approach help to produce housing 

types that accommodate diverse needs and 

preferences of Portland’s residents, and balance 

the needs of future and current residents?

 Would it yield additional housing that can be 

adapted over time to accommodate changing 

household needs, abilities and economic 

conditions, and help older adults “age in place”?

 Would it provide flexibility within the building 

envelope for future additions?
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2. Provide Diverse Housing Opportunities that 
are Adaptable Over Time

 Potential Regulatory Strategies

 Allow alternative housing types such as 

duplexes, stacked flats, cottage clusters in 

single-family zoning districts

 Allow multiple ADUs, including inside and 

outside primary structure

 Provide additional development or density 

allowances for low/moderate-income, 

accessible, or other desired housing

 Establish different standards for new 

development vs. alteration
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3. Maintain Privacy, Sunlight, Open Space and 
Natural Features

 Would the standards result in development 

that responds to positive qualities of the 

natural setting and site conditions?

 Would they preserve the comfort and privacy 

of living areas, and provide adequate and 

usable yard area for gardening and enjoyment 

of the outdoors?

 Would they accommodate sustainable 

stormwater solutions, and help meet tree 

canopy goals?
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3. Maintain Privacy, Sunlight, Open Space and 
Natural Features

 Potential Regulatory Strategies

 Require generous street tree planting strip 
areas to create space for large trees

 Allow flexibility in yard requirements to promote 
retention of mature trees

 Require upper story setbacks along side yards 
to preserve solar access

 Locate and design windows and balconies to 
minimize overlook impacts on adjacent yards 
and houses

 Increase amount of useable outdoor area 
required
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4. Be Resource-Efficient

 Would the approach encourage the 

development and preservation of compact, 

resource- and energy-efficient homes?

 Would it support the use of technologies, 

techniques and materials that result in less 

environmental impact over the life cycle of the 

structure?

 Would it better utilize surplus capacity in 

existing public infrastructure?
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4. Be Resource-Efficient

 Potential Regulatory Strategies

 Reduce maximum lot coverage and provide 
Floor Area Ratio limits that limit the 
development of large houses

 Encourage attached houses

 Allow additional ADUs in areas with surplus 
infrastructure capacity, including areas where 
alleys provide supplementary access

 Allow additional density where existing housing 
is retained

 Facilitate use of manufactured components, 
recycled materials
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5. Support Housing Affordability

 Would the standards help to reduce the cost of 
housing for homeowners and renters by 
increasing the availability of housing citywide 
that is affordable to lower-income families?

 Would they promote equity and environmental 
justice by reducing disparities, minimizing 
burdens, affirmatively furthering fair housing, 
proactively fighting displacement, and 
improving socioeconomic opportunities for 
under-served and under-represented 
populations?
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5. Support Housing Affordability

 Potential Regulatory Strategies

 Allow multiple ADUs (within and external to 

primary structure)

 Allow alternative housing types in single-family 

zones

 Require affordability/income restrictions?

 Retain flexibility in allowed building envelope
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6. Be Economically Feasible

 Would the approach allow for a reasonable 

return on investment for homeowners and 

developers, allowing the market to produce 

needed new housing to sufficiently 

accommodate the city’s growing population?

 Would it catalyze desired development while 

minimizing undesired development and 

demolition of existing sound housing?
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6. Be Economically Feasible

 Potential Regulatory Strategies

 Retain flexibility in allowed building envelope

 Retain flexibility in allowed lot coverage and 

floor area

 Allow multiple ADUs and alternative housing 

types in single-family zones

 Change lot confirmation process to discourage 

demolition of existing houses
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7. Provide Clear Rules for Development

 Would the proposed standards be easy to use 

and understand, and be consistently applied?

 Would the zoning districts be clearly reflective 

of the neighborhood character they would 

produce?
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7. Provide Clear Rules for Development

 Potential Regulatory Strategies

 Establish a clear description of the desired 

character for each single-dwelling zone

 Limit single-family districts to single-family 

housing types, with simple and clear 

exceptions

 Rename single-family districts where greater 

diversity of housing types will be allowed

 Clarify lot confirmation process

 Consistent height limits for standard and 

narrow lots
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Relationship between Draft Principles

1. 

Neighbor-

hood 

Context

2. Diverse 

Housing 

Opportuni

ties

3. Privacy, 

Sunlight, 

Open 

Space, 

Natural 

Features

4. 

Resource

-Efficient

5.

Housing 

Afford-

ability

6. Econo-

mically

Feasible

7. Clear 

Rules

1 supports supports supports

2 supports supports supports

3 supports supports

4 supports supports supports

5 supports supports supports

6 supports supports supports

7 supports supports
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Draft Principles for Residential Infill 
Development

 Do the draft Principles generally match your 

sense of the issues and priorities?

 Think about the project goal, to “adapt the 

single-dwelling development standards to 

meet the needs of current and future 

generations.” Would the draft Principles be a 

good basis for evaluating the success of 

development standards in reaching that goal?

 Are there any additional principles or changes 

that should be made?


